
All walks start and finish at bus stops

The Rise of
Northwood

The largest woodland 
creation undertaken by 
the National Trust

How to get to Northwood 
The restoration area is located 1.5 miles north of 
Slindon and is accessible by a network of public 
footpaths and bridleways. Limited parking is 
available at the end of Nore Wood Lane.
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How can I explore?

From early on in the project, there will be new 
footpaths for you to enjoy and existing routes will 
be improved. Eventually there will be open access 
to the whole restoration area, the equivalent of 105 
football pitches. 

The fascinating history of Northwood and the 
ecological benefits of the project will be available 
on site and on the internet.

Opportunities to get involved

We are looking for volunteers to help with practical 
management tasks including: tree planting, sowing 
seeds and fencing. Volunteers are also needed 
to help with surveys of plants, butterflies, birds 
and other species. Experience is not necessarily 
needed as training can be provided. 

Want to find out more?
To find out more about the ‘Rise of Northwood’ 
and how you can get involved, read our blog at 
riseofnorthwoodnt.wordpress.com
or visit the National Trust website at 
http://www.nationaltrust.org.uk/slindonestate
Alternatively, call the Rangers on 01243 814730 or 
email us at Slindonestate@nationaltrust.org.uk

If you’d like this information in an alternative 
format please contact the Ranger Team

Where it all began?

The National Trust Slindon Estate team have 
an exciting opportunity to return 75 hectares 
(185 acres) of farmland to woodland. Farming 
has stopped so that Northwood can return 
back to its pre First World War extent. Parts of 
the area are already wooded, however many 
of these ancient woodlands are small and 
disconnected from each other, leaving some 
wildlife isolated.    

How is this all possible?

The ‘Rise of Northwood’ dream became 
a reality when the Slindon Estate received 
a bequest from Mr John Springthorpe 
Hunt. He loved the South Downs and we 
will acknowledge his generosity by naming 
an area after his family. We also have 
gained additional funding from a Forestry 
Commission grant.

Our Vision for Northwood

We aim to create:

• A natural and resilient woodland.

• A woodland for wildlife

• A woodland for people

Brief History of Northwood

Northwood’s fascinating history includes:

• Field patterns and burial mounds show 
evidence of settlement and farming during 
prehistoric and Romano-British times. 

• During Medieval times, Northwood was 
wooded and was part of the Arundel 
Hunting Forest.

• Commoners had the right to graze the 
wood with cattle and pigs. This ceased 
around 1880 when the area was enclosed 
and turned into plantation woodland.

• During the First World War much of 
Northwood was cleared of its timber 
for coal mine pit props and trench 
reinforcements.

• 75 hectares of Northwood was ploughed 
during the Second World War to increase 
the amount of food production. The fields 
became known as the War Ag fields.

• In 1950 the National Trust acquired the 
Slindon Estate including Northwood.

How Northwood will rise

We will be establishing the new woodland 
by natural colonisation, direct seeding, and 
planting of native trees such as beech, oak 
and field maple.

How will the landscape change?

The new woodland will change the landscape 
but there are views that will be preserved such 
as those of Nore Hill. There will be temporary 
fences and tree shelters to protect young trees 
from browsing animals such as deer.

There will be opportunities for you to help with tree planting.
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How this will help wildlife?

The ‘Rise of Northwood’ will protect existing ancient woodlands and 
connect more habitats together. Improved woodland, glades and rides 
will all provide opportunities for wildlife to thrive.

Wildlife that will benefit will include:

• Woodland and grassland flowers e.g. Wood anemone and Cowslip.

• Mammals e.g. Dormice and Barbastelle bat

• Woodland and farmland birds e.g. Yellowhammer

• Butterflies e.g. Silver–washed fritillary and Purple emperor.

Wood-pasture 

We will introduce a wood-pasture system of management to part of the 
restoration area to create a varied habitat.

Wood-pasture is the 
practice of managing 
trees on land that is 
grazed by animals. Such 
land brings many benefits 
to biodiversity, especially 
to wildlife associated with 
grasslands and old trees. 

To allow for the faster 
growth of trees, much of 
the restoration will not be 
grazed to start with.

Potential Challenges

New woodlands need to be able to adapt to climate change, Pests and 
diseases. Resilience can be encouraged by planting and allowing many 
different species of tree to grow. Vigilance is needed in terms of pests but 
by using seeds and trees from known local stock, the risk is reduced.

Expanding the amount of tree cover will help to mitigate many problems 
that climate change may bring. Woodlands capture carbon and prevent soil 
erosion. Flash flooding caused by surface water run off can be reduced too.

Archaeology

There is archaeological interest in some of the fields but much of it has 
been damaged by ploughing and heavy machinery. Further research of 
these features will be carried out. Where there is sensitive archaeology we 
will not plant or allow trees to develop. This will make the features easier to 
see on the ground. 

Timescale

Oct 2013 75 hectares of farmland returns back to direct 
management by the National Trust.

2014 Fence War Ag Field 4 to allow natural colonisation to get 
away undisturbed by deer. New path opens.

2015 Planting and direct seeding of War Ag Field 3.

2016 onwards   Planting of small clumps in other fields.

2018  Introduce grazing of cattle to areas where wood pasture 
will be created.  

2022 Whole of area opens to public.

2025 onwards Start removal of deer fences and other temporary fences.
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