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The National Trust’s biggest woodland restoration 
Tree Filled Family Fun  

This winter we have the huge task of planting 
13,000 native trees as part of ‘The ‘Rise of 
Northwood’ project.  We need as many willing 
volunteers as possible to help us achieve this         
ambitious goal. 

We had a fantastic tree planting launch at the 
end of November where volunteers planted over 
3,000 trees in just two days.  Come along to   
our   next  planting  event on Sunday 18th     
January and help plant some trees whilst having 
lots of fun doing something for the environment. 

Stay for as long as you like and bring along 
friends and family to learn more about the trees 
the Northwood team is planting. Tree planters 
can tuck into a free BBQ lunch and other       
refreshments   and   there   will   also   be  toilets 

New Deer Fencing 

Deer play an important part in woodland           
ecosystems, although they can have an       
adverse impact on woodland vegetation when 
they graze heavily on new growth. New     
plantings such as  young   trees   are           
particularly at risk! 

Six species of deer exist in the wild, red and roe 
are our only native species.    Fallow deer are long         
established and sika, muntjac and chinese water 
deer were introduced in the past 150 years.   

Populations of both fallow and roe deer are very 
high in Northwood. The most effective way of 
stopping deer from browsing young trees is to   
exclude them with fencing. But it has to be robust 
and relatively high as they are capable of jumping    
over standard size farm fences. 

There is already deer fencing in place to protect 
an area of natural regeneration in the western   
area of the project site and adjacent to this we 
have another deer fence being put up  during    
November and December.   

This temporary fencing is being installed to protect 
our new planting area and it will be taken down 
within the next ten years.  During this time it will 
give the young trees plenty of opportunity to      
establish.   
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available on site.  For anybody who would like to 
book onto this event or would like more information 
on ‘The Rise of Northwood’ please get in contact 
by emailing us at: riseofnorth-
wood@nationaltrust.org.uk or calling 01243 
814730. 
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A Roe deer out in the open 

Lucas Barty, aged 4 and Joshua Merritt, aged 4 helping to plant 
saplings at Northwood 



Jays on the hunt 

Whilst walking in the woods, that scream you 
hear in the tops of the trees is most likely to be 
a jay.  This call is usually given when the bird is 
on the move, so look up and you may get a 
glimpse of its distinct flash of white on the 
rump. 

Jays are much more visible during the  autumn 
as they are searching for their favourite food, 
the acorn.  A single jay can store up to 5,000 
acorns.  They ‘cashe’  them under leaf litter 
and in holes, though not all their acorns will be 
found again. These forgotten acorns can then 
germinate and grow into oak trees. 

 

Slindon Sculpture 

A 2.5 tonne block of Portland stone will 
commemorate ‘The Rise of Northwood’   
project and the history behind the area.  
During 2015 our Slindon Sculpture will be 
taken to different locations within the      
Slindon Estate so that as many people as 
possible will have the opportunity to see it 
whilst it is being transformed by Sculptor, 
Jon Edgar  

At each location you will have the            
opportunity to contribute a chisel mark or 
two alongside Jon.  The final carving will 
return to Northwood at the end of the year 
where it will permanently watch over the 
growing woodland.  Jon will be working on 
the stone again during our next tree      
planting event.   

For  details  on  how  to  find the sculpture 
that is currently sitting in Northwood, read 
our blog:                                                 

riseofnorthwoodnt.wordpress.com 

Children working on the sculpture 

A zebra has its strips, a cheater has its spots but can you guess what these     
British creatures are from the images above?  Send in your answers to                  
riseofnorthwood@nationaltrust.org.uk before the 28th February for a chance to 
win a ‘Rise of Northwood’ tee-shirt. 

A jay on the search for food 

Guess the creature quiz! 
1   2   3   4   5   6 

2014 has been close to one of the worst years 
on record for acorns and jays have been very 
active in search for another food source. This 
year they are having to compete with squirrels 
to stash chestnuts, beech masts and hazelnuts 
for the approaching winter. So if you have jays 
visiting your garden, give them a helping hand 
by putting out some peanuts and seeds. 
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