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The National Trust’s biggest woodland restoration 

Planting success 

At the end of 2014, the National Trust appealed to 
the community to help bring back a woodland that 
disappeared over a hundred years ago, and we 
were not disappointed with the response!  With five 
public planting days spread between November and 
March, volunteers of all ages and skills joined in 
with planting 23 tree species across 6.5 hectares.    

Over 13,300 trees went in thanks to the incredible 
and energetic support from so many people.  Thank 
you to everybody who gave up their time to join us 
in Northwood in the middle of winter and make this 
woodland dream a reality.   

Whilst walking through the newly planted area I 
came across this budding young hazel tree from 
one of the very first tree planting days.  Let’s hope 
that all the other saplings follow in its footsteps!  
More planting will be going ahead this coming    
winter so keep an eye on our ‘Rise of Northwood’ 
blog for upcoming planting events (see overleaf for 
details). 

Slindon Primary School dig in! 

The Gardening Club at Slindon Church of England 
Primary School have all been busy mucking in  
towards the ‘Rise of Northwood’ by digging up and 
donating native trees from their wildlife garden.  
These very young beech, oak and hazel saplings 
were taking over the school garden and           
desperately needed a new home.   

We’ve moved the saplings to the Northwood 
nursery enclosure where they’ll remain until we’re 
ready to introduce them to their new home in the 
Northwood fields later this year.  Pupils have also 
been to visit the nursery to learn more about the 
project.  Whilst there, they helped to plant out 
some young saplings that were grown from seed 
collected on the Slindon Estate.   
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A budding young hazel tree in the newly planted  
area of Northwood 

Pupils from Slindon Primary helping in the North-
wood Nursery 
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Slithery visitor 

It’s incredible to see what wildlife is already 
making its way into Northwood.   Back in March, 
this shy creature was spotted alongside a field 
edge in Northwood.  With its highly distinctive 
pattern of zigzags seen on its back, there’s no 
mistaking its identity. 

Adders like heath and moorland but also rough 
grassland.  So long as there’s ample             
opportunity to bask in the sun, dense cover for 
shelter and a good supply of small mammals 
such as the short tailed vole, you have a very 
happy adder. 

It’s the only venomous snake found in Britain 
but it is not aggressive.  They will only use their 
venom as a last means of defence, usually if 
caught or trodden on.  As long as you admire its 
beauty from afar, you’ll have nothing to worry 
about. 

Adders are quite elusive animals and usually 
move away as soon as they sense movement.  
Keep your eyes peeled for these snakes and if 
you spot one in the Slindon area, it would be 
great if you could report back to us at the      
Slindon Estate National Trust (details below). 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Changing shape 

If you haven’t already been to see our ‘Rise of 
Northwood’ Slindon Sculpture you must go see 
it now - if you’ve already been to see it, go see 
it again; The sculpture seems to change shape 
and transform right before your eyes.  

Can you see the distinctive zigzag pattern? 

Sculptor Jon Edgar, along with a steady flow of 
community volunteers, have all been busy 
chipping and chiselling life into the block of 
Portland stone since November. The sculpture 
is in a different place on the Slindon Estate 
each month until the end of 2015, so check out 
the ‘rise of Northwood’ blog to keep up with its 
current location. 

Shapes are already forming in our stone 

The view from Downe’s Meadow 

We've set up a blog for the ‘Rise of North-
wood’ so that you can follow the progress 
over the coming weeks, months and years. 
There will be extra photos and all the latest  
information, so take a look and keep an eye 
on what we're up to. 

riseofnorthwoodnt.wordpress.com 

www.nationaltrust.org.uk/slindon-estate 


